
While I appreciate all the FCC is doing to insure the protection  
of our country's youngest citizens, I also reallize that my job as  
a parent, mentor, tutor, nanny, preschool teacher, and friend of  
young people, it is MY responsibility to monitor and moderate the  
media content they come into contact with while in my care.  
 
I teach all young children to watch TV and computer games with  
their parents AT ALL TIMES to insure that they will not be exposed  
to any inappropriate programming. In the cases where there is no  
parental involvement, I make sure to report this to school  
authorities or social services. 
Violence is a part of life. There is violence in the most innocent  
nature shows, so it's a fairer question to be specific about the  
types of violence you are talking about. 
 
Children who live in abusive homes, with violent language from  
siblings or friends, AND are exposed to violent content are in  
MORE danger than those children who have a responsible, healthy  
parent monitoring them.  
 
I am a single mother, one of those responsible parents I spoke of,  
and my son is 9 years old. For the first 7 years of his life, I  
was able to keep most, if not all, violent content on TV out of  
our home.  
When he became interested in Poke-Mon and Teenage Mutant Ninja  
Turtles, we watched the shows TOGETHER and we spoke back to the  
TV. We were responsible viewers. I made sure that I reminded my  
son about what we do in OUR HOUSE, and yelling, hitting,  
belittling, etc. were not allowed...no matter who else is doing  
it.  
 
He is a brilliant boy and I am so proud of him. He is entering 5th  
grade and has managed to get through unscathed...making As and Bs  
thus far. I am also a full time college student and a part time  
preschool teacher. 
 
I do have to commend the FCC for its involvement in the 1990  
Children's TV Act and the voluntary ratings system, and the V- 
Chip. These tools are great resources for parents who want to keep  
the violence out of their homes but cannot always be there to do  
it.  
 
My son knows which TV shows he can watch (he looks at the ratings)  
and we read the reasons why that show is rated the way it is. He  
knows any show...no matter how fun and exciting, if it says  
ANYTHING about mature themes, NOT ALLOWED. Some shows that are  
rated "Teen" we will watch together so I can explain things. He is  
used to animated violence like DragonBall Z and other anime shows.  
We watch Futurama together only because I LOVE that show and so he  
wanted to see what all the fuss was about. I do explain that some  
of the jokes are adult in nature and I explain. We have been a  
family that talked openly & honestly about our bodies when he was  
younger, sexuality, puberty, responsibility, peer pressure, and  
values now that he will be getting the "human development" movie  
in 5th grade. He understands a lot and has even educated some  
friends who were given wrong info from older siblings! 
 



There is violence on TV, but for every violent show, I can name 3  
non-violent, educational, entertaining shows. What I am MORE  
concerned about is the early SEXUALIZATION of our  
children...especially the young girls in this country. Why not  
block and rate and make a big stink about this? Why perpetuate the  
stereotype of all girls want to do is go shopping, get dates with  
boys, and be on American Idol? I think there should be an S-Chip  
that blocks out all the stereotypically sexist content on TV! My  
son and I are SICK AND TIRED of seeing shows like Lizzie McGuire,  
that new Jamie Spears show, Totally Spies, and others that just  
perpetuate this stereotype. This is creating a world full of young  
girls (as young as 3) who want to dress in low-rise jeans, micro- 
minis and bikinis because they see this crap on TV. These girls  
will grow into the girls who have sex before they're 15. The  
marketing industry has a code for this and they call it, KGOY-- 
kids getting older younger. Can the FCC do something about this?  
If we follow the FCCs logic that viewing violence begets children  
who act out violently, then viewing promiscuous behavior begets  
children who will act out promiscuously. I don't see why one is  
worse than the other. They BOTH harm our youth and create problems  
for the future. 
Thank you for allowing me to express myself. 
 


